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During this tumultuous Republican primary, the electorate is once again witnessing a 
clash between the nationalist-populist and corporate/libertarian wings of the GOP. This time, 
however, the nationalist-populist candidate Donald Trump is the front runner. He is gaining 
traction from a frustrated Republican base and independents on issues related to immigration, 
trade, and national security. Equally significant is the fact that Trump is self-financing. Whether 
one supports or opposes the candidacy of Trump, it is clear that the billionaire mogul represents 
a threat to the Washington-Wall Street consensus of free trade, globalization, and the importation 
of cheap labor. The allies of the free trade-globalist establishment went into full gear and 
launched sustained attacks against Trump. 

One free trade “ libertarian ” commentator in the forefront of the anti-Trump caucus is 
Glenn Beck. While Beck represented an articulate commentator on issues related to the tyranny 
of collectivist dictatorships, the threats of radical Islam, and the network of leftwing groups, he 
also is an ideological libertarian who is committed to utopian ideals. Sadly, Beck is not above 
making inaccurate statements and engaging in sloppy research. In attacking Trump, Beck 
accused him of supporting “ progressive ” policies. Amazingly, Beck viewed the imposition of 
tariffs as a “ progressive ” policy. Beck inexplicably stated that “ a progressive believes in high 
tariffs. ,A According to the historical record, tariffs were supported by many of our Founding 
Fathers, such as George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, and Thomas Jefferson (after the War 
of 1812). The Republican Party supported high tariffs as a means of protecting our industries and 
laborers from unfair “ competition ” and as a tool to raise revenues. The progressive Democrat 
Woodrow Wilson lowered tariffs and imposed the income tax to make up the lost revenue 
stream. True, dyed-in-the-wool conservatives such as former Senators George Malone (R-NV), 
Jesse Helms (R-NC), Barry Goldwater (R-AZ), and Robert Taft (R-OH) all supported protective 
tariffs and opposed free trade globalism. Clearly, Trump’s support for tariffs on imported goods 
(especially from Red China and mercantilist Japan) is a continuation of the conservative 
tradition, not its antithesis. Hence, Beck and his research team are either grossly incompetent or 
intellectually dishonest in the area of trade policy and history. 

It is no secret that “ free market ” libertarians sought to move the Republican Party and the 
conservative movement in an anti-nationalist, globalist direction. Economists such as Milton 
Friedman are held in high esteem, while the protectionists were either vilified or ignored by the 
libertarian and pro-big business intellectual and political establishments within the GOP and the 
conservative movement. Beck identifies himself as part of this libertarian tradition, which 
functionally calls for the unlimited power of business in generating profits at all costs. A closer 
look at some of Beck’s positions and frequent guests bear close scrutiny. Such associations and 
frequent guests on GBTV/radio highlight the inconsistency of modern day “ conservatives ” in 
serving as torchbearers for the causes of national security and heightened American power. Most 



1 Griswold, Alex. “Glenn Beck: Donald Trump Is ‘Progressive,’ ‘He’s Not a Conservative’” June 
17, 2015 Mediaite Accessed From: http://www.mediaite.com/online/glenn-beck-donald-trump- 
is-a-progressive-hes-not-a-conservative/ 

2 Some good sources on the history of American trade policy include Eckes, Alfred E. Opening 
America’s Market (University of North Carolina Press 1995) and Gill, William J. Trade Wars 
Against America (Praeger Publishers 1990) 



libertarians and modern “ conservatives ” are willfully ignorant or hostile to the notion that a 
nation cannot reconcile libertarian economics and a strong national defense. No successful nation 
has ever embarked on that path. If the United States maintained a libertarian economic policy 
during much of its history, then America would have been subjugated to the British Empire, 
communism, fascism, and National Socialism at a rapid pace. Quite simply, America would not 
have benefited from the innovation and manufacturing capability of a viable military -industrial 
base. 

Despite Beck’s sincere anti-communism, the Texas-based radio host implicitly called for 
the toleration of dumping of subsidized goods from enemies such as communist China into the 
American market. 3 This serves to enrich adversaries of the United States, while injuring valuable 
and even strategic industries such as steel and food (shellfish). Beck and his co-hosts complained 
that the imposition of tariffs on Chinese and German goods would result in retaliatory measures. 
Beck ignored the historical evidence where President Thomas Jefferson imposed tariffs after the 
War of 1812 to guarantee American economic independence. Facts are often lost on libertarians, 
especially on trade policy. Beck and his co-hosts complained that America no longer 
manufactures most of its core goods. However, libertarians and modern “ conservatives ” such as 
Beck claimed that free trade would actually boost American manufacturing. However, the 
opposite is true. Just examine the store shelves at Wal-Mart, Best Buy, and clothing outlets and 
one can conclude that free trade policies destroyed American manufacturing for decades. 

In the face of sustained leftwing attacks during the election of 2010, Beck also defended 
the US Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber poured massive financial resources into “Tea 
Party ” and “conservative ” Republican candidates in the face of entrenched leftwing Democrats. 
However, a true nationalist-minded conservative and anti -totalitarian would have stood down 
from either siding with the Left or the US Chamber of Commerce. The US Chamber of 
Commerce is a globalist organization which represents the interests of multinational 
corporations. It also was a longstanding promoter of trade with the Soviet Union, Nazi Germany, 
Cuba, Red China, and Putin’s Russia. This is covered in great detail in my book Sowing the 
Seeds of Our Destruction: Useful Idiots on the “Right .” The US Chamber of Commerce poured 
millions of dollars into the political campaigns of mostly corporate Republican candidates. It was 
no small wonder that the Soviet social science textbook Obshchestvo Vedeniye asserted in 1976 
that the US Chamber of Commerce determines 'The political course of the United States.” 4 Fast 
forward to 2015 and it is clear that the US Chamber of Commerce has tremendous influence in 
the corporate-dominated Republican Party and the so-called “ New Democrats .” After all, the US 
Chamber of Commerce lobbied fiercely for increased trade privileges for nations such as Red 
China, communist Vietnam, Cuba, and the Russian Federation under Vladimir Putin. Satellite 
organizations of the US Chamber of Commerce were just as vocal in promoting trade with 
enemies of the United States. For example, the US Chamber of Commerce and the American 
Chamber of Commerce in Germany opposed any restrictions on trade with the murderous 
National Socialists in the Third Reich. In late March 1933, the American Chamber of Commerce 
in Germany in Cologne telegraphed the US Chamber of Commerce "that the boycott movement 
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